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In Judaism we do not want freedom just for freedom. We want freedom so

we can commit ourselves to help G-d perfect this world, so we can help

G-d make this a better world. That's why there are two rabbis who argue,
Shmuel and Rav. Shmuel says that on Pesach we celebrate being released

from slavery, and Rav says we celebrate our being released from idolatry.
The important thing in Judaism is that we are free so that we can serve

G-d. That's, too, why we read in the Haggadah that 5 rabbis were discussing
all night the story of the Exodus from Egypt until their students came

and said, "Rabbis, it is reached the time for reciting the morning Shma."

In other words, it was not just the discussion of freedom that was important,
but it was the commitment to serve G-d which this freedom permitted which
was important. We Jews have always prized freedom because it allows us

to serve G-d.

That's, too, why immediately after learning this episode we learn how
Rabbi Eliezer Ben Azaria said that he never understood why we had to talk
about the Exodus from Egypt at night until Ben Zuma explained it. Ever
since the Exodus from Egypt we Jews have had freedom in our hearts. Even
when our enemies physically enslaved us they could not take away our inner
sense of freedom. Even in Auschwitz we made a seder. We knew ever since
Egypt that we had dignity, that we did not deserve to be slaves, that

we only want to serve G-d and no one else, that we were as good as everyone
else. Our destiny was not to be a slave to other people. That's why

the Shma is so important in Judaism. It is not really a prayer. It is

a statement directed not to G-d but to our fellow Jews. It says, "Hear,
Israel, the Lord is our G-d. The Lord is one." It is, too, only G-d

and His laws that we should be subjugated to, not to other people. We

need freedom so we can serve G-d better.




